THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
quicker. Unlike the old route round the Cape of Good
Hope, this short route ran through a narrow sea bor-
dered by other naval powers. With the construction
of the Canal it became vital, Morocco as important as
Gibraltar, and Egypt indispensable to the CanaL So
vital have we regarded the occupation of Egypt be*
cause of its bearing on the defence of the Canal, that
for forty years we risked ill-feeling and a dan-
gerous state of international tension in order to main-
tain occupation. Further, we have regarded it as
indispensable to protect even the hinterland of Egypt
and the Red Sea, as our retention of the Sudan proves.
After all, in addition to being still the greatest Asiatic
power, we are also the greatest African. In both cases
a small minority of Europeans are confronted by an
overwhelming native majority, a fact which raises
defensive problems upon which recent events have a
very direct bearing.
Our defensive policy in the Mediterranean has been
described by Captain Liddell Hart as having two
main objects:
(i)To ensure the safe passage of the sea traffic
to and from the East, which uses this short-
cut
(2) To maintain our territorial position and sphere
of influence in the Eastern Mediterranean (our
Near Eastern interests) and the forces which
safeguard it.
cThe events of the past two years have brought home
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